
Pastor’s Report – 2021 
 

A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being 
swamped. But Jesus was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and his disciples woke him up and said to 
him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” Jesus woke up and rebuked the wind, and said 

to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 
(Mark 4:37-39) 

 
Jesus saved the disciples in the storm, not from the storm. The storms of life will always find us. 

But, because of the love and the presence of Christ in our lives, those storms will not overcome us. The 
Coronavirus pandemic is a storm that has hit the entire world. We can be certain that Christ is with us in 
this storm and that he is not asleep somewhere he can’t be found. 

I began my annual report last year with a cute and funny story that ends with a little boy being 
carried out of a worship service. Before his mother can get out the door, he cries out, “Pray for me.” 

This year is different. There is no cute story. I am weary from the Coronavirus. We all are. The ups 
and downs from the pandemic have exhausted the patience of nearly everyone. Infection numbers rise 
and fall, and rise and fall again, and again. Hospitalizations from COVID-19 push the boundaries of bed 
and ventilator capacity. Deaths attributed to this heinous disease have placed fear in the hearts of people 
from every race and class of society. The statistics gathered from news media and from the internet have 
placed us on a roller coaster with no indication that the ride will be over soon. 

Now, almost two years into this deadly virus, we are still trying to find our way to ‘normal’. The old 
normal would be great, although that seems unlikely at this point. A new normal feels too elusive – at 
least for the time being. 

The information we receive from experts changes often and the recommended precautions go right 
along with the news. Frankly, it’s difficult to keep up. At the beginning of the pandemic we were told 
that the virus is transferred through aerosols and by touching contaminated surfaces. Masks, hand 
sanitizers, keep a six-foot distance, stay at home to stay safe, no groups larger than 25…the list goes on 
and on. The list of recommended precautions has changed, and changed again. 

We have been given much information from various sources. What latest information should we go 
by? What direction should Emmaus Lutheran take to keep our members healthy and safe? These are the 
questions that have guided the decisions made by leaders of your congregation. We recognize that not 
everyone is as comfortable as others when it comes to public gatherings, and we have moved forward 
with this and other considerations in mind. 

My reflections on the past year include the challenges we have had to face brought on by the 
pandemic. Masks on? Masks off? Who knows what is the best thing to do? Some think we have been too 
cautious in our decisions – some think we are moving too quickly. I believe we have lost members 
because of the precautions we have chosen to follow – some for being too hesitant – some for being too 
bold. It hasn’t been easy to navigate the rough waters of this Coronavirus storm. 

Before the pandemic we worshiped an average of nearly 200 each week. Our in-person average now 
is less than half that number. Some are watching our services weekly on electronic devices via 
FaceBook. I don’t have a good guess as to what our combined weekly worship is – both in-person and 
on-line worship. We used to upload our services to YouTube, but that hasn’t worked on our equipment 
for quite awhile now. We are smaller, but we are trying to offer a variety of worship opportunities so 
that everyone has a choice of service they are comfortable with. While we do gather for sanctuary 
worship twice each week, we continue to offer outdoor worship for those who, for various medical and 
personal reasons, are not yet ready to attend our indoor services. Hopefully, there will come a time when 
the outdoor service is no longer needed. 

Worship is not the only thing that we offer via electronic means. Our Congregation Council has not 
met in person since February 2020, choosing instead to gather on our computer screens for a Zoom 



meeting each month. My Adult Study meets both in person in the Fellowship Hall and on Zoom 
conferencing. It’s a great group and we have a lively time discussing the Bible and faith matters. 
Everyone is always welcome to attend. 

While we have not had an active Confirmation class for some time, we held the Rite of Confirmation 
for one of our young people to bring his program to its completion. Wyatt Neuhardt confirmed his faith 
on November 7. Sharon Kurth has done great work with our young people in leading them to a deeper 
faith in God. 

Some of the ministries of Emmaus have not met for nearly two years. For obvious reasons our 
Fellowship Team hasn’t planned any congregational dinners or movie nights. Our Card Ministry has 
taken a hiatus until the coast is clear for getting together, although Joan Fisher has kept up the work as 
much as she can working on her own. The Congregation Council has assumed the work of some of the 
other Teams/Committees during this period. Some of these ministries just seem to be lying dormant until 
this pandemic storm releases its grip on us. 

As we continue to navigate through this pandemic, we are looking forward to rebuilding some of 
those dormant ministries and renewing our vital presence in the Four Town area.  

All things considered, we are doing pretty well. Yes – worship numbers are down and church 
activities are down. But there are still some pretty great things going on here. 

 
Many, many ‘Thanks’ 

Worship here at Emmaus is one of our strengths. ‘Thank you’ to everyone who makes worship so 
joyful and spirit-filled. We have a talented music staff and committed choir and hand bell choir 
members who have not abandoned using their gifts through the pandemic years. We appreciate every 
offering of music you share with us. 

‘Thank you’ to our Congregation Council. It is not easy to take on leadership roles at a time like this. 
A special ‘Thank you’ to Annette Fuller, our Council President. She has shown great courage and 
faithfulness in the many ways she has been called upon to lead. 

Joan Fisher has given so much of herself as our Financial Director. For more than 10 years, Joan has 
seen Emmaus through some really difficult financial times. We owe Joan a great debt of gratitude for 
her dedication to her faith and her church. We love you, Joan. 

I have a wonderful colleague and brother in Christ here. My ‘Thanks’ goes to Pastor Kent Klophaus 
for his support which has helped me in many ways. He has stepped up to preach when I was struggling 
to find the grit inside to be able to proclaim God’s Word. Pastor Kent and Peggy have done so much to 
help with all of our worship services. 

Saying, ‘Thank you’, to individuals is difficult because of the likelihood that feelings get hurt 
because of unfortunate omissions in the long list of people to thank. Please know that each one who 
gives of their time, their creativity, their giftedness, and their hard-earned money, are all appreciated 
beyond the ability of words to express my gratitude. It takes each one of us to accomplish all that we do 
in this place to further the kingdom work God has called us to do. Thank you, one and all. 

Finally, ‘Thank you’, my Emmaus family. I know that you are praying for me. I feel your prayers 
and your love for Carol and me. The pandemic has brought a level of stress on me that has left me in a 
depressed state. I am doing the very best I can each and every day. The road to better mental health is 
not an easy one, but it is possible. I ask for your patience as I navigate this storm in my life. 

My hopes and dreams for the coming year include your health and well-being. I hope that we will be 
able to add more of the missing elements of our worship and our programming. I hope that we will be 
able to support one another in a new way – finding new strength in our gatherings and new enthusiasm 
for the work of your congregation. 

 
Grace upon grace, 
~Pastor Mark Winkler 


